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GENERAL MEETING - June 3rd 

24 Hour Real Estate at 6:30 p.m. 

Board Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

8635 Florence Avenue, Downey  

…………………..………………………………….... 

RED HOT SPARKS - June 10th  

BJ’s Restaurant at 11:30 am 

11101 183rd Street, Cerritos, CA   

……………………………………………………….. 

CORNERSTONE CHURCH PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST - June 15 

……………………………………………………….. 

INDEPENDENCE DAY -  July 4 

..……………………………………………………… 

LEISURE WORLD PARADE - July 4 
……………………………………………………….. 

WEEKLY BREAKFAST - Thursdays 

Village Café at 8:00 a.m. 

4148½ N. Viking Way, Long Beach  

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  
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T H E  S T E E R I N G  W H E E L  

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E  -  J U N E ,  2 0 2 5  

Hello Diamond Tread members of the Downey Chapter of the Model A Club of America. 
  
For our June meeting, we will be returning to Downey. Long-time members Vicki and Mike 
Spearman have graciously secured a venue for our club's meeting. Vicki, a real estate agent 
in Downey, has kindly offered her office’s conference room. She provided LeRoy and me 
with a tour, and we were both impressed by its suitability for our needs, including an        
arrangement where all chairs face the front of the room!  We invite you to join us at the June 
meeting to see the venue firsthand. 
  
24 Hour Real Estate is at 8635 Florence Avenue, just west of Lakewood Blvd. The driveway 
to a well-lit, video-monitored parking lot is on the building's west side. From the parking lot 
entrance, access the second floor via elevator or stairs. The office is near the elementary 
school where our pre-COVID meetings were held. 
  
We would like to extend our gratitude to Wayne and Martie Wiedle for graciously hosting 
our May meeting at their lovely residence. Additionally, we are thankful to The Village Café 
for accommodating us for such an extended period. 
  
Thank you to the members who suggested meeting locations. 
  
Please refer 
to this issue 
for reports 
on the      
Solvang Tour 
and the Pt. 
Fermin      
excursion,  
both of 
which were 
thoroughly 
enjoyable. 
  
As always, 
    
Bill Paige 
President  
 

24 Hour Real Estate 



Diamond Tread Chapter - Downey, CA.                                                Enjoy, Preserve, & Protect 

Model A Ford Club of America                      Page 3                                            Future Unlimited 

 

 

 
MAY MEETING MINUTES 

 DIAMOND TREAD CHAPTER  

of the MODEL A FORD CLUB OF AMERICA 

General Meeting Minutes, May 6, 2025 

Location:  Wiedle Residence 
Participants: 22 meeting attendees, 5 Model As driven to meeting 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Bill Paige 
 The flag salute was led by Vice President LeRoy Kehret 

 

Bill Paige, President: 

 Thanked Wayne and Martie Wiedle for opening their home to us for tonight’s meeting 
 Diamond Tread can no longer have meetings at Village Café due to restaurant’s insurance   

policy 
 The club is seeking a new meeting place, but will not solicit ideas this evening 
 Bill urged the club to show their appreciation for the Village Café by still attending the weekly 

breakfasts 
 

Committee Reports 

Rex Bartholomew, Editor and Secretary 

 Moved that April meeting minutes be approved and submitted; seconded and approved 

Louise Beckley, Treasurer:  

 Updated checking account balance 
 Diamond Tread received a thank you note from Orange County MAFCA for our pancake 

breakfast donation 
 Reported on Mt. Baldy Tour with Santa Anita As 

 3 Diamond Tread Cars, 18 total Model As 
 

Vicky Bartlett, Membership: 

 No report this month 

Bonnie Ryan, Historian / Publicity: 

 Bonnie reported on Solvang tour with Whittier Model As and Corvette Club 

 5 Model As and a Hootenanny 

Bill Bahr, Tour Director: 

 Two upcoming tours (passed around sign-up sheets for both): 
 May 17 at Pt. Fermin Lighthouse 
 June 15  at Cornerstone Church pancake breakfast and car show 
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MEETING MINUTES (cont.) 

Program 
 The Diamond Tread monthly distinguished speaker for May was member Larry Ryan discussing 

his Model A ownership journey 

 The program included: 

 The history of Larry’s first car, before he took a break to bring up his family 

 After the family break, of course, there were more cars! 
 A discussion about the differences between owning Model As and other antique automobiles 
 A narrative about the Ryan’s Grand Canyon epic journey 
 Larry wrapped up with how he got his latest Model A 

 
General Business 
 Gary Gaffney: Chariots Car Club will meet every Wednesday through Labor Day 
 Jim Runyon: Provided tonight’s refreshments – thank you! 
 Norm Saw: Final ticket sales for raffle 

 
Raffles/Prizes 
 No winner for driving a Model A tonight (administrative difficulty) 
 Wayne and Marti: umbrella 
 Rex: umbrella 
 LeRoy: Bendix 
 LeRoy: flag 
 Bill Bahr: 50/50 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rex Bartholomew, Secretary 

D I A M O N D  T R E A D  C H A P T E R  M I S S I O N  

    The purpose of our club is to enjoy, preserve and protect Model A Fords.  

To serve as a medium of exchange of ideas, information and parts for our members and to aid them 

in their efforts to restore their Model A to its original likeness. It shall further be the purpose of this 

club to help its members to become better acquainted, encourage and maintain the spirit of good    

fellowship, sociality, and fair play through sponsored activities, including the use of the Model A 

Ford and family participation. 

The club shall be non-commercial, non-sectarian, and non-partisan. All monies shall be used for club 

activities and functions as deemed appropriate by the Board of Directors. 
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LEAKLESS PAN GASKET (Part 3 of 3) 

 

Submitted by Mark Simons 
from the March/April 2002 

The Restorer 
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Diamond Tread joined Santa Anita As on Thursday May 1 for their tour up Mount Baldy. We started 

with donuts and coffee and a car show at the Royal Oaks (a  retirement center where a few of their 

members live). We drove up Mount Baldy, had lunch, and after the trip down we had ice cream in the 

park. These were the 3 cars from Diamond Tread, and 18 cars all together. Diamond Tread was     

represented by the Beckleys, Darwin Kirby, and the Ryans. 

M T.  B A L DY  TO U R  R E P O R T  

Photos and report by 
Louise Beckley 
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June: Rex Bartholomew 

July: Vicky Bartlett 

August: LeRoy Kehret 

The Red Hot Sparks Meet on the 2nd 
Tuesday Of Each Month 

2025 Board of Directors 

President     Bill Paige 

Vice President    LeRoy Kehret 

Secretary    Rex Bartholomew 

Treasurer    Louise Beckley 

Membership Chairman    Vicky Bartlett 

Hospitality Chairman    Pauline Issa 

Historian / Publicity 
Chairman 

   Bonnie Ryan 

Tour Director    Bill Bahr 

Fund/Picnic Coordinator    Norman Saw 

Webmaster    Mark Simons 

Henry’s Helpers    Chuck Mayhew 

Editor    Rex Bartholomew 

Red Hot Sparks Luncheon 
 

When: June 10th 
 

at 11:30 am 

Where: BJ’s Restaurant 

11101 183rd Street, Cerritos, CA 

Hosted by Mary Ann Johnson &    

Marilyn Gentry  

RSVP before Friday, June 6th  

Call Mary Ann at 

 (714) 931-3779 

All ladies of Diamond Tread 

and Whittier Chapters are welcome 

 
Dennis and Loree McConkey 

Jim and Melissa Barger 

Bill and Sherrell Paige 

LeRoy and Pam Kehret 

Ken and Ann Hutchinson 

J U N E  M I L E  M A R K E R S  

Maddie Stephens 

Mona Franco 

Linda Seagroves 

Fran Earhart 

Loree McConkey 

JoNell Hickock 

Tony Reyes  

Barry Beckley 
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Cornerstone Church  
Pancake Breakfast 
June 15, 2025 7:00 a.m. 
1000 Studebaker Rd. Long Beach, CA 
………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………
Leisure World Parade 
July 4, 2025 
Seal Beach, CA 
……………………………………………………….…………………………………………………
Model T Swap Meet 
July 19, 2025 7:00 a.m. 
Veterans Stadium Long Beach, CA 
…………………………………………………………….……………………………………………
Huntington Beach  
Civil War Reenactment 
August 30, 2025 9:00 a.m. 
Huntington Beach Central Park 
Huntington Beach, CA 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Lyons Museum 
September 6, 2025 
Santa Ana, CA 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Orange County Swap Meet  
October 4, 2025 
Costa Mesa, CA 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Long Beach Model T Tour 
October 23-25, 2025 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
International Print Museum 
November 3, 2025 
Carson, CA 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Gunther’s Yard Tour 
December 7, 2025 
Long Beach, CA 

TO U R S  
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On April 22-24, 4 Model As and 1 hotrod toured to Solvang. We arrived in town with a      

Corvette club! Gary Gaffney and Larry Ryan planned this tour. Those who went together on 

the 8 1/2 hour trip were the Ryans, the Beckleys, and Bill Paige. The Lees and Jacob Grossen 

from  the Whittier Club also attended. Norman Saw followed us in his modern car in case 

there were problems. The only mishap was when Bill's  speedometer broke and was making a 

ruckus - so we took time out to disconnect it! On our full day in Solvang we ate breakfast    
together, visited the mission and had supper together with the Corvette gang before the        

hootenanny at Gary's motel. He and Norman played guitars and sang with anyone who wanted 

to join in. It was fun! 

Coming home, the Whittier guys chose the freeway. We only joined for part of that adventure! 

 

S O LVA N G  TO U R  R E P O R T  

Photos and report by 
Louise Beckley 
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On May 17, Diamond Tread took a tour to the Pt. Fermin Lighthouse in San Pedro. Our classic 
automobiles provided ambiance for the tea and craft fair at the lighthouse. Tour Director Bill 
Bahr led the tour in his modern truck and  5 Model As carried the Beckleys, the Ryans, our 
prez Bill Paige, Charlie Sento, and Ed Tolman, a member of our club AND also president of 
MAFCA. Ed has a new Burtz engine he is breaking in before the national tour in Virginia. 
 
Driving through the harbor we couldn't help noticing the street name as we waited for a 
LONG train to pass. On the way home we went up and down the Vincent Thomas Bridge and 
then Gerald Desomd Bridge. From the distance these looked pretty high and scary, but we did 
fine on both bridges. 
 
There were burrowing squirrels everywhere with people trying to feed them and pet them.  
Apparently they don't have rabies. (editor note: they might carry bubonic plague, though) 
 
 

P T.  F E R M I N  L I G H T H O U S E  TO U R  R E P O R T  

Photos and report by 
Louise Beckley 
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Advertise here for an              
annual fee of $30 for 2025 

Contact Vicky Bartlett        
213-445-2962                      

vickybartlett60@gmail.com 

 S U P P O R T  O U R  A D V E R T I S E R S !  
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DIAMOND TREAD CHAPTER 
Model A Ford Club of America 
P.O. Box 4563 
Downey, CA 90241 

Please Deliver To:  

MAFCA National Office 
 250 S. CYPRESS STREET 

 LA HABRA, CA 90631-5515  
   (562) 697-2712 

 If not a member consider joining! 

STAMP 

Diamond Tread Website: 

www.diamondtread.com 


