
The orange blossom a’s
model a Ford Club oF riverside, CaliFornia

neWsleTTer oF The

vol. 28
no. 6

June
2024

Club Meeting - Join us!

Fritts Ford – Fleet Building 2nd Floor
7990 Auto Center Drive, Riverside, Ca

First Wednesday of the month
at 6:30 p.m.

(dark July, August, and December) 

Contact Us

Email: OBAModelA@gmail.com

Orange Blossom A Club
P. O. Box 20792

Riverside, CA  92516

Web:
OBAModelA.wsite.com/Riverside 

(Continued on Page 3)

OBAs see the Original Mc-
Donald’s Museum in May!

On Sunday, May 19, the OBAs took a trip north into San 
Bernardino to see two neighboring museums - the Original 
McDonald’s Museum on the site of the very first McDonald’s 
Hamburger Stand, and also the Inland Empire Military Muse-
um which documents the military history of the Inland region 
of Southern California. Both tours were well received and the 
group had  a great time seeing all of the hundreds and hundreds 
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Club Agenda
by Marlin Brandt

(909) 224-7547
Marlin.brandt@yahoo.com
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Club Actvities
(Continued from Page 1)

of new and old McDonalds paraphenalia along with 
the well-put together displays honoring those who 
have served from our area.

On May 11, our resident expert “Professor” Marlin 
Brandt conducted a Tech Seminar, this time on what to 
look for in shock absorbers, how they work, and how 
to rebuild them.  Interested members met at Marlin’s 
house where he had examples of several different kinds 
of shocks and a presentation outlining the parts, how 
they go together, and how to maintain them.  It was 

very useful 
information 
and as al-
ways, a great 
time was had 
by all.  

Lots of good information, McDonald’s collectibles, and Inland 
military history at the OBA tour to the museums in San Bernardino. 
Below is a pic of all of the Model As that made the trek.  Congrats to 

all the OBAs who participated!
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The Spirit of the Age
A humorous little story about the pitfalls of 

car repair during the Model A Age

By Joe Mears - Excerpted from Touring Topics magazine, February, 1929.

IT WAS an ideal day for motoring. I had never 
seen the billboards so beautiful. There were even a 
couple my wife and I had never seen before. Such 
exquisite coloring . . . such lofty ideals as they por-
trayed. Inspiring . . . intriguing . . . wholly enjoy-
able.

A new gas station in Early Grauman style . . . 
another in Old English . . . “Ye Olde Gasse Shoppe” 
. . . “Ye Free Aire” . . . “Ye Retreadede Tyres” . . 
. “Ye Non Pinging Gasse” . . . Our hearts and the 
tires were singing . . . Not a miss in the motor, nor 
a country cop to mar the joy of our outing.

But fate decreed such pleasure could not last. 
Our Pushmobile began to jump in collegiate fash-
ion. My wife, with her customary intuition, shout-
ed: “A flat!”

“Well,” she said, “are you going to sit here all 
day?”

“Just as soon as I can find the key to the spare 
tire lock. Haven’t you got it in your pocketbook 
along with the material for your new dress, theater 
stubs, chewing gum and compacts?”

“Why should I have it?”
“You drove the car last.”
“That’s the way with you men. You want us 

wives to always sit at home with the children while 
you gad about to work, and everything.”

I had been assured the lock was thief-proof. It 
was also ownerproof. If everyone used the same 
kind insurance wouldn’t be so high.

Finally I gave up and decided I would have to 
have the puncture repaired.

“My wife’s corns hurt her so it was up to me to 
walk back to a garage. I knew it must be several 
miles, so I stopped at a roadside drug store. Just 
my luck. It was an old-fashioned drug store and 
they didn’t even have a tire repair department.

They did have a telephone. I found a book for 
the nearest town and glanced in the classified sec-
tion under garages. I called the first garage on the 
list.

“I am stuck out on the highway about twelve 
miles,” I commenced, “and . . . “

“Is your generator O.K.?” a polite voice in-
quired.

I told him I thought so.
“Sorry,” he said, “but we only do generator 

work.”
I called another garage on the list. I told him I 

was stuck out on the highway. “Is your oil purifier 
working?” he asked. “So far as I know,” I replied.

“Well, if that isn’t your trouble, goodbye.”
Again I placed a nickel in the slot and called 

a third garage. Although the foreman was full of 
regrets, he specialized in clutch work and advised 
me to call someone else.

The fourth one I called did work only on uni-
versal joints. The manager said the Universal Joint 
Association would fine him if he worked on any 
other part of the car, even on his day off.



5

Somewhat discouraged but having a few more 
nickels left, I called a fifth garage. Hoping to beat 
him to it, I said:

“I know you specialize only on whatnots, but if 
I pay you well won’t you come on out and . . .

“Mercy, no,” said the voice. “We only repair 
pinion gears. We couldn’t work on anything else, 
not even for our own grandmother. Besides, I 
doubt very much if any of our mechanics could 
repair anything but pinion gears. They can’t even 
replace ring gears. Our foreman is president of our 
local Pinion Gear Luncheon Club.”

Convinced by this time that this is indeed an 
age of specialization but still hoping against hope, 
I telephoned another garage.

“Well, now that’s too bad,” said the manag-
er. “If your cigarette lighter was out of order, we 

could help you. But nothing else.”
Still I telephoned. A tenth was a bear at recov-

ering tops, an eleventh could re-nickel your radi-
ator shell so it would dazzle pedestrians, making 
them easier prey, and a twelfth could turn out a 
wonderful fender straightening job.

By this time I had run out of patience and 
change, so I hiked wearily back to the car. Imagine 
my surprise to see my wife putting the spare tire 
on the wheel. As soon as she had tightened the last 
lug and taken the jack from under the axle, I asked 
her how she did it.

“Just as you were leaving I remembered you 
told me yesterday you always keep the spare tire 
lock key in the front side pocket. I shouted to you 
to come back but you didn’t answer. I went ahead 
and changed the tire.”
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Officers

President = Doug Diller
Vice President = Richard Knowlton

Treasurer = Jeff Collopy
Secretary = Linda Brandt 

Board of Directors

Marlin Brandt
Norma Collopy

Dennis Ruh
Ken Skog

Committee Directors

Facebook = Barry O’Conner
MAFCA Restorer = Gary Struempf

Member Roster = Debby Phillips
Newsletter Editor = Steve Lech

Sunshine = Norma Collopy
Tours/Events = Marlin Brandt

Website = Marlin Brandt
Merchandise = Carol Bromley

Vintage Car Show = Steve Lech
Christmas Party = Richard Knowlton

Your Club

President’s Message

OBAModelA.wsite.com/Riverside

Hello All,

Thank you Marlin, for putting on an informative Mod-
el A  shock seminar.   He also organized and led us on a 
tour to two museums...the original McDonalds and a mili-
tary museum. We invited other clubs to join us on this tour 
(I hope to do more of these joint clubs tours in the future). 
We had a total of 10 Model A’s and two moderns join us. 
If you were unable to join us, I hope to see you on the 
next one. I have been asked if we might be able to find a 
new place to have our Christmas party this year. So, during 
our 2 month break would be a good time to scout out and 
report back to the club your thoughts. Things to keep in 
mind while you’re looking is we need a separate room big 
enough just for our club and reasonable prices. If anyone 
finds a potential place, we can vote on it when we come 
back in September.  

 As a final note, Rudy is in need of parts (especially 
brass parts) for our award winning car show trophies. 

Food for thought: “ A perfect summer day is when the 
sun is shining, the breeze is blowing, the birds are singing 
and the lawn mower is broken.” and I’m driving my Mod-
el A (I added the last part).

- James Dent

Doug
OBA’s  2024 president
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Treasurer’s Corner
by Jeff Collopy

 Want to join the club? Ask Jeff Collopy, treasurer, for an application. Club annual dues are $20 for one 
person, $25 for two in the same household. Name tag included your first year.
 Meeting raffles: 50/50. The winner gets half the pot! * Drive your Model A get raffle ticket and you may 
win $10.00 * Attend the meeting wear your name badge raffle - you may win $10.00.
 Club members: FREE --- FIVE 50/50 raffle tickets when you bring a friend that joins the club.
 Club logo clothing is available at the club website at: www.outletshirts.com.
 $5.00 Club logo license plate toppers. Car Badge (metal) - $25.00
 $20.00 Club logo car magnets (1 pair) use them at club tours on your Model A or modern car.
 Contact Jeff regarding embroidery of jackets and shirts. $35 back and $10 for front including first name.

  

Car Badge (metal) for radiator 
$25.00 One Pair of Magnetic Signs 

for Cars = $20 per set

Sunshine Report
by Norma Collopy

Happy Birthday to:

Cal Knauer
Steve Horowitz

Rick Perez
Linda Brandt
Wayne Epley

It isn’t the big pleasures that count the most; it is making a big deal out of the little ones. – Jean Webster

Often, we are so busy trying to create epic summer adventures or events that we miss the enjoyment of blowing 
bubbles with our grandchildren or the dog. Slow down! Maybe this isn’t the summer of epicness. But maybe it’s 
the summer we will remember as one of the best.

We have many birthday babies in this month of June. Wishing them all a celebratory day!

Tracy Lech
Ann Griffin

Charlene Skog
Dieter Lange

Larry Schwieger
Rosanne Diller

Happy Anniversary to:

Ed & Beth Ballantyne
Mike & Diana Smith

Dotie & Larry Schwieger
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Meeting Minutes
by Linda Brandt

Orange Blossom A’s, May 1, 2024
● Meeting Called to order @ 6:31
● Pledge of Allegiance: Doug Diller
● Members Present:  14
● Guests: none

Director’s Reports
● President’s comments:  Doug talked about  the Orange County Pancake Breakfast.  Five Model A’s were able to 

attend Gerry Miller’s funeral.  His family sent a thank you to the club for attending. 
● Secretary’s Report:  Linda Brandt - Linda thanked Charlene for taking notes at the April meeting.  April  min-

utes in the newsletter approved with the addition of meeting adjourned time as 7:30.  
● Treasurer’s Report:  Jeff Collopy (not present) no report
● Newsletter Report: Steve Lech asked for any suggestions.  Doug suggested that we add asking for anyone that 

can help provide refreshments for June and October. 
● Sunshine Report:  no report
● Directory Report:   directories are available at the meetings, or see Debby Phillips. 
● Tour Director:  Marlin Brandt

○ Discussion of future events.  Sign in sheets were provided for Carburetor Tech Seminar, May 11; Inland 
Empire Military Museum, May 19; Corona Heritage Antiques with Temecula A’s, June 1; Mystery Tech 
Seminar, June 22; Club Picnic at Hunter Hobby Park, July 14; and club breakfast at Corky’s in Perris, 
July 27.  

○ There are 3 potential Veteran’s Day parades that we could attend.  Riverside, Redlands, and Jurupa Val-
ley.   The club decided to register for the Riverside City parade which is scheduled for November 9, and 
James Cameron said that he would check into registering for the Redlands parade which will most likely 
be November 11.  

● Car Show Update: Steve Lech - Steve has flyers and sign up sheets ready for all shifts.  Rick needs more trophy 
toppers.

● Merchandise Report: Carole Bromley - no report
Presentation: 

○ Linda Brandt shared a collection of “Good Old Days” magazines.  This is a nostalgia magazine that has 
articles sent in by readers and reprints old advertisements and cartoons.  Linda’s collection ranges from 
the 1970s to 1990s.  

Old/New Business:
○  If anyone is interested in giving input to SCRG, contact Doug and he will let you know when the Zoom 

meetings will be.  An article about the car show trophies written by Steve and Gary will be coming out 
in MAFCA’s Flying Quail Newsletter.

Opportunities 
● Model A Driver: Ken Skogg
● Name Tag: Tom Jahn (not present)
● Opportunity Drawing: Ed Ballantyne
● Refreshments provided by Knowlton and Diller
● Meeting Adjourned @ 7:27
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Vintage Car Show
Date Selected!

October 26
Riverside Elk’s Lodge

SPREAD THE WORD!!
We need EVERYONE (that means you too) to spread the word about the Vintage Car Show!

If you are going to another club’s meeting, or a car show, please consider taking some fliers with you and 
handing them out.  If you need fliers, please contact Steve Lech at rivcokid@gmail.com.

Let’s ALL make this a successful event for the Orange Blossom Model A Club!!

Please use the flier on the next page to register, or give it to someone who needs one!!
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Our 
Sponsors 
Thank you to Marie Fritts and 
Fritts Ford as our major club 

sponsor 

 

Your OBA Newsletter
Editorial Staff:

Meet my two assistants - Ida Noe and Jenny Sequá.  They 
are traveling in their Model A and want to hear from you!  
Do you have information for the OBA newsletter?  Ideas?  
Comments?  Concerns?  Just e-mail us!

rivcokid@gmail.com 
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Items needed

We need a second person/family to help
with refreshments for the October meeting.

If you can assist, please let Doug Diller know at:
OBAModelA@gmail.com

Trophy Toppers

Trophy guru Rick Perez needs used vintage 
auto parts for trophy toppers.  Brass-era stuff 
is especially needed.  Any small Model A or 
other vintage auto parts, working or not, and 
used for trophy toppers.  If you have some 
stuff lying around and want to give them to a 
good cause instead of just tossing them, please 
let Rick know at: OBAModelA@gmail.com)
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Upcoming Meeting Dates to Remember!

July - August = No Meeting

September 4, 2024 = Regular Monthly Meeting - Fritts Ford

October 2, 2024 = Regular Monthly Meeting - Fritts Ford

October 26 - VINTAGE CAR SHOW!!

Orange Blossom Model A Ford Club
P. O. Box 20792
Riverside, CA  92516


