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T H E  S T E E R I N G  W H E E L  

P R ES I D E N T ’ S  M ES S A G E  -  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 4  

Greetings Model A Ford Club Members, 
 
The March Diamond Tread newsletter is here to keep you updated on all the exciting happenings 
within our beloved Ford club. 
 
With the arrival of milder weather, it's time to roll down the windows, rev up those engines, and hit 
the open road. Spring Is the perfect season for socializing, and we're all about creating opportunities 
for our members to connect and share their passion for Model A Fords. 
 
Our club meetings this month will focus on enhancing the social aspects of our membership. It's not 
just about discussing the technicalities of Ford models but also about forging friendships and       
creating lasting memories. We encourage members to bring their stories, experiences, and, of 
course, their enthusiasm to the meetings. Let's turn these gatherings into a time for laughter, shared 
interests, and a celebration of our common love for Ford. 
 
Remember, being a part of the Model A Ford Club is not just about the cars; it's about the people 
who share your love for the iconic Ford brand. Whether you're a long-time member or a newcomer, 
our club is a welcoming community that values the connections made between fellow enthusiasts. 
Thank you for being a part of the Diamond Tread Chapter Model A Ford Club of America. As we 
usher in the season of renewal, let's embrace the opportunity to build lasting friendships and create 
memories that go beyond the rubber meeting the road. 
 
Happy cruising! 
 
Best regards, 
 
Dennis Stephens 
President, Diamond Tread Model A Ford Club 

D I A M O N D  T R E A D  C H A P T E R  M I S S I O N  

    The purpose of our club is to enjoy, preserve and protect Model A Fords.  

To serve as a medium of exchange of ideas, information and parts for our members and to aid them 

in their efforts to restore their Model A to its original likeness. It shall further be the purpose of this 

club to help its members to become better acquainted, encourage and maintain the spirit of good    

fellowship, sociality, and fair play through sponsored activities, including the use of the Model A 

Ford and family participation. 

The club shall be non-commercial, non-sectarian, and non-partisan. All monies shall be used for club 

activities and functions as deemed appropriate by the Board of Directors. 
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M A R C H  T O U R  
 S EG E R S T R O M  S H E L BY  E V E N T  C E N T E R  

What: Tour to Segerstrom Shelby Event Center  

 

Address: 5 Whatney, Irvine, CA 92618 

 

Where: $15.00 per senior, $20.00 per adult, $5 per 

child (AAA discount is 10%) 

 

Meet: McDonald’s at 3562 Katella in Los Alamitos. 

This is about 33 miles one way, which will be about a 

90-minute drive with no freeways. 

 

When: Saturday March 9th, meet at 8:30 a.m. and depart at 9:00 a.m.  

 

Contact: LRyan41724@msn.com or text at 562-484-8415 with any questions. 

 

Larry Ryan, Tour Director https://segerstromshelbyeventcenter.com 
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D I A M O N D  T R E A D  C H A P T E R   

 S A N TA  M O N I C A  F LY I N G  M U S E U M  TO U R  R E P O R T   

 
What a gorgeous day at a fantastic museum! Photos by Pauline Issa 

Chuck has worked on about 12 of 
these engines as airplane mechanic! 

In 1950 Robert Fulton 
Jr. built this AirAuto 
flying car. The wings 

go out to fly and come 
in to drive on land. 

Pretty cool ! 
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D I A M O N D  T R E A D  C H A P T E R   

 S A N TA  M O N I C A  F LY I N G  M U S E U M  TO U R  R E P O R T   

 
Nurses were the first stewardesses 

hired on passenger airlines  

Neat picture!  

Pilot fully dressed 
to fly a fighter jet  

Replica of Amelia Earhardt’s plane 
she flew across Atlantic.  It was 

built it for the movie “Night at the 
Museum.” This plane flies and was 
given to the Santa Monica Flying   
Museum. The plane was flown to 

the museum for donation.  
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2 0 2 4  M A F C A  N AT I O N A L  C O N V E N T I O N  

See complete application at 
2024_Convention_Registration.pdf (mafca.com)  
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The Red Hot Sparks Meet on the 2nd 
Tuesday Of Each Month 

2024 Board of Directors 

President     Dennis Stephens 

Vice President    Jim Runyon 

Secretary    Bill Paige 

Treasurer    Louise Beckley 

Membership Chairman    Vicky Bartlett 

Hospitality Chairman    Pauline Issa 

Historian / Publicity 
Chairman 

   Bonnie Ryan 

Tour Director    Larry Ryan 

Fund/Picnic Coordinator    Norman Saw 

Webmaster    Mark Simons 

Henry’s Helpers    Chuck Mayhew 

Editor    Rex Bartholomew 

Red Hot Sparks Luncheon 
 

When: Tuesday, March 12th  

 at 11:30 am 

Where: Maggie’s Pub  

11900 Telegraph Rd., Santa Fe Springs 

Hosted by Vicky Bartlett and          

Marilyn Gentry  

RSVP by Friday, March 8th to Vicky at

(213) 445-2962 (call or text) 

All ladies of Diamond Tread 

and Whittier Chapters are welcome 

 

 

Jim and Jan Williams 

Mike and Vicki Spearman 

Larry and Bonnie Ryan 

M A R C H  M I L E  M A R K E R S  

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Dianne Runyon 

Gary McCaughan 

Darwin Kibby 

Imelda Mayhew 

Wayne Switzer 

Mark Williams 

Frank Azucena 

Mark Conceicao 

Ralph Neely 

Jim Williams 

 

March: Jim Barger 

April: Bill Paige 

May: Dennis Stephens 
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R E D  H OT  S PA R K S  JA N UA R Y  F U N  

 

 Jordan Simmons‘, 
granddaughter of Joyce 

Simmons formerly of    
Diamond Tread Chapter  

Marilyn Gentry of 
Whittier Chapter  

 Mary Ann Johnson of 
Whittier Chapter 

 Pauline Issa submitted these 
photos of the January Red Hot 

Sparks luncheon on at the Olive 
Garden - three birthdays were 

celebrated this month!  
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PA N C A K E S !  
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 So sorry we had to cancel the 
February meeting - let’s hope 
for better weather! 

 
 I would love to hear about you! 

About your cars, your families, 
your weekends, your joys and 
sorrows, or anything - big or 
small. 

 
 Don’t forget that members can 

post free For Sale notices in the 
newsletter. If you have some old 
cars or parts, this is a fun way to 
sell them.   

 
 It’s way past annual dues time, 

please renew ASAP.  
 
 
Please send any submissions,     
pictures, tour reports,                   
remembrances, or stories to:                         
 
editor@diamondtread.com 
 
Rex Bartholomew 

E D I TO R I A L  M U S I N G S  

Our popular monthly distinguished speaker series will continue in March, 
2024: 
 

Speaker:  Ed Tolman, Diamond Tread Member and                                                                     

  MAFCA Vice President 

Date:  March 5th (general membership meeting) 

Title:  Welcome to our newest member, Ed! 

D I S T I N G U I S H E D  S P E A K E R  S E R I E S  
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Advertise here for an              
annual fee of $30 for 2024 

Contact Vicky Bartlett        
213-445-2962                      

vickybartlett60@gmail.com 

 S U P P O R T  O U R  A DV E R T I S E R S !  

Village Café  
4148½ N. Viking Way 

(near Bellflower / Carson)            
Long Beach 90808 

 
(562) 421-5515  
villagecafelb.com  

 
7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 
Personally endorsed by 
your editor for breakfast 

and lunch! 
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DIAMOND TREAD CHAPTER 
Model A Ford Club of America 
P.O. Box 4563 
Downey, CA 90241 

Please Deliver To:  

MAFCA National Office 
 250 S. CYPRESS STREET 

 LA HABRA, CA 90631-5515  
   (562) 697-2712 

 If not a member consider joining 

MAFCA 

STAMP 

Diamond Tread Website: 

www.diamondtread.com 

Photo by Pauline Issa 


